iti di 

., Critical digest 

VOL. III No. 33 April 2 1951 
The Weekly Newsletter Digest of the Current New York Theatre Scene 


New York Openings This Week 


The Taming of the Shrew-City Center, 4/25/51. Margaret Webster's production of 
Shakespeare classic with Claire Luce and Ralph Clanton. Limited run...Gramercy 
Ghost-Morosco, 4/26/51. Roger Clark presents John Cecil Holm's new comedy featuring 
Sarah pte peaens and Robert Sterling. Directed by Reginald Denham. 


Digests of Curent Reviews “more on back page 
A:Tiee Grows in Brooklyn-Alvin, 4/19/51. Personal triumph of Shirley Booth in 


George Abbott*Robert Fryer musical adaptation of Betty Smith novel heads the show's 
credit List» All daily critics applauded her acting and singing, in her first musi- 
cal comedys Gua@rneey, Herald Tribune, and McClain, Journal American, filed “con" 
reviews against thé. show itself, but praised Miss Booth. Arthur Schwartz’ score was 
called his best by several, Dorothy Fields lyrics and Jo Mielzner sets shared 
honors. Supporting cast headed by Nathaniel Frey, Johnny Johnston and Marcia Van 
Dyke was complimented, Several felt Johnston's acting was on the weak side. Cast- 
ing and direction by co-producer Abbott was billed as inspired. Hawkins, wT&S, among 
others enjoyed the perfect blending of heart, craftsmanship, exquisite taste and 
humor, Dissenters panned shor for being insincere and for not exploring the poten- 
tialities of the original. Two of the critics, who liked the show, admitted they 
had neither read the novel nor seen the movie, Coleman, Mirror, who also praised 
the musical suggested ticket buyers leave the kiddies at home. Dash, Women's Wear, 
believes it should-help restore Brooklyn to the map of Greater New York. 


Make A Wish-Winter Garden, 4/18/51. All but two of newspaper previewers filed 
mild "pro" reviews for the Rigby-Styne-Cohen musical production. Imginative ballet 
numbers "Students Ball" and "The Sale" conceived by Gower Champion walked away with 
top honors, Yeoman work by Nanette Fabray, Melville Cooper, Stephen Douglass, plus 
dancing of Harold Lang and Helen Gallagher kept show moving between dull spots, they 
felt, Critics didn't think much of book by Preston Sturges, though trade gossip in- 
sists Abe Burrows is responsible for the final version. Tale adapted from Molnar's 
The Good Fairy is much too thine Hugh Martin's music rated above his lyrics. ‘All 
praised lavish sets and costumes of Raoul Pene du Boise Atkinson, Times, and Pollock, 
Compass, felt poor book was too great a handicap to overcome. Guernsey, Herald Tri- 
bune, tabbed it as a left bank musical with Texas overtones, Staging by. John C. 
Wilson also rated compliments. ‘ 


Angels Kiss Me-National, 4/17/51-4/18/51. Scott Michel's first play, presented 
by sister Trudi Michel, lived up to short run predictions of daily critics, Chapman, 
News, thought it. might last till end of weeke Inept writing, worse direction, and 
uniformly dull acting were charges listed by all the reviewers. A few admired Alan 
Manson and Calvin Thomas, but rest of cnet. didn't have a chance in complicated melo- 
drama about a man who marries an insane girl. Atkinson, Times, was bluntest when he 
urged author to ask himself if theatre is his natural mediume Coleman retrieved his 
“Worst Play of Season Award" from Springtime Folly and bestowed it on the equally 
short lived newcomer. Guernsey, Herald Tribune, found a few traces of good writing 
in main characterization, but that's all. Sole virtue was early final curtain-10826. 


Editorial Pros & Cons 


ANTA may be the victim of a unique "Double or Nothing" games Flare up between 
two motion picture producers, both of whom have promised ANTA share of profits in re- 
turn for cooperation in films about theatre, should find ANTA yelling “Is there a o }- 
lie relations expert in the house?" Certainly there must be a way both Lester Core: 's 
"Main Street to Arnadwe" & Krasna-i/ald's "The Great Moment" can be made to aid 
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* A Key to NYC Criticism At A Glance ' 


1. NY Times 1l. Women's Wear Daily 21. Freeman 

2» NY Herald Tribune 12. Wall Street Journal 22. Commonweal 

3- NY News 13. Journal of Cormerce 23. Cue 

4 NY Mirror 14. George Jean Nathan 24. ChreSci-Monitor 
NY. Compass 15. Ward Morchouse 25. SateReview Lite 
6. . NY Post | 16. Merrisg Telegraph 26. Newsweek 

7. NY Journal American 17. Variety 27+ Time 
8. World Telegram & Sun 18. Bilboard 28. Nation 
9. Brooklyn gle 19. Theatre Arts New Republic 

10. Newark Nevs 20. New Leader ; 30. New Yorker 


Shows are rated as to how the critics liked them not if they think they will be 
hits. “So-Se" means the critic did not state directly if he recommends the show for 
an entertaining or stimulating evening. 


AFFAIRS OF STATE-Music Box, 9/25/50 Pros 
THE AUTUMN GARDEN-Coronet , 3/1/51. Pros 08 
Gont 
BELL, BOOK AND CANDLE-Barrymore, 11/14/50. Prot 23 votes» 
Cont 2-6+15-17-19-20-22. 
BILLY BUDD-Biltmore, 2/10/51. Prot 
Cont | 
CALL ME MADAM-Impreial, 10/12/50. Prot 23 votes. Cont 18-19-28-29. 
Bo-Sot 3. None: 16-22. 
THE COUNTRY. GIRL-Lyceum, 11/10/50. Prot 23 votes. Cont 4-8-14~27-28-30. None. 21. 
DARKNESS AT NOON-Royale, 1/13/51. Prot 16 votes. Cont 1-14-17-19-22-24-26-29. 
 $0-So% 5-13-23. No None? 25-28. 
GENTLEMEN PREFER BLONDES-Ziegfeld, 12/8 /50. Prot ave votes. Cont 6-28. 
So-So 14-18-22-23-27. None? 21-25. 
THE GREEN PASTURFS-Broadway, 3/15/51 Prot 
18-23-26-27-28~30. 
_ guys AND DOLLS-46th St.Theatre, 11/24/50. Prot 29 votes. Con: 28. 
THE HAPPY TIME-Plymouth, 1/24/50. Pro: 20 votes; Cons 56-15 -19-26-27-28-30. 
Nonet 10-21. 
KISS ME KATE-Shubert, 12/31/48. Prot 27 votes. Cont 29. None? 21-28. 
THE MOON IS BLUE-Miller, 3/8/51. Prot 23 votes. Cont 14, Nones 19-21-24-25-29. 
OUT OF THIS WORLD-Century, 12/21/50. Prot 4-5-6-7-8-10-11-13-23=29-30. So-S0% 2. 
Cont 
ROMEO AND JULIET-Broadhurst , 3/10/51. Pri Prot 1-4-6-7-8-10-11-12-13-18-23-26-30. 
Cont 
THE ROSE TATTOO-Martin Beck, 2/3/51. Prot 17 votes. Cont 
So= 8. ‘None’ “12-19- 
"SEASON IN THE SUN-Cort, 9/28/50. Pro: 19 votese Cont 9-11-20-24-28, 
“SoeSo2 10. None’ 7-13-15-16-21. 
SFCOND THRESH OLD-Morosco, 1/2/51. Frot 16 votes. Cont. 4-9-13-14-17-18-20-23-27-28. 
None? 15-21-24-29.. 
SOUTH PACIFIC-Majestic, 4/8/49. Prot 1-2 -18-19-24-25-26-30. 
Cont So-Soz 236 
SPRINGTIME FOR HFNRY-Booth, 3/14/51. Prot Cont 6-7-11-14-15-23- 
27-28-30. So-So: 1-8. 
TWENTIETH CENTURY-Fulton, 12/24/50. Pros 20 votese Co Cont 5-24-28. Nonet 4-12-14-16-21- 
THE KING AND I-St. James, 3/29 5le “Prot 1-2- 3-4-5 -6- 25> 
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' Green Room Department 


CRITICS ON CRITICS..."Con" and “Pro” opinions on two New York dramas were filed by 
Norman Nadel, Columbus Citizen, Time critic, he believes, ridicules whatever 
might appeal to most people and dwells gleefully on the faulty one per cent in 
a play that might be 99 per:cent good. iwhile Gibbs, New Yorker, follows his 
Magazine's line of sophistication and indulgent superiority, but on the whole is 
critieally accurate..,Variety notes that “rueful" is becoming the favorite used- 
adjective of the critics. 


PLEA POR: PURITYss Scot tieh dramatist. ReJoBeSellar suggests that a Jeremy Collier is 
- .  meeded to cleanse the British stage of plays based on smut appeal and directed 
at the. subject of marital infidelity. Collier in 1698. published his famed 
“Short View of the Immorality and Profaneness of the English Stage". Sellar 
opoke Scottish Writers Club reports. 


SUMMER COURSE. «Columbia, University’ ‘8 summer: session courses "The Living Theatre” of- 
fers free tickets to the hit. musicals for students. The four credit $80 lecture 
eeries proves that higher education is getting more. glamorous every day, com- 
ments Sheaffer, Eagle. Chapman, News, warns thet if it is a sellout, those ag- 
gressive women who run theatre benefit party bureaus may move in on our educa- 
tional system and take that over: $00. . 


DOGS BEST ACTORS..-Cat lovers may argue, but Burr, Playbill, insists that dogs are 
the best of the animal actors. ‘It is probably because they not only stick toa 
but can also adapt: unusual circumstances» 


COLUMN TIPS. «Did Cole Porter say no thet: radio atec jockey show. because: it. might 
be undignified, asks Kilgallen.,.,Showmen report ‘there will be 1,000 summer stock 
theatres open, Winchell learns...Dwight: Deere Winen* S four’ daughters will not 
run his theatrical business, predicts Walker. 


NO BEST PLAYseseeThere really can't ever be a “best" play, explains Pollock, Compass. 
There are an infinite number of ways any. number of qualities can show themselves 
and nd one can say for: sure which is superior to all the os But Chapman, 
News, is all = ewards, the more the betters - - + . 

REPRIEVE BATTLES. » «Recent reprieves of three plays that haa’ announced closing dates 
won renewed support of critices Institution of play reviewing justified by con- 
tinuance of Billy Budd, feels Watts, Post. Morehouse, WI&S, finds the spirit 

. and uproar which turned show into a hit is heartening. \ Sheaffer, Fagle, also 
found it: heartening to see that The Green Pastures and Springtime for Henry were 
given a second chance, It indicates that maybe the theatre-possibly isn't dying. 
Winchell and wart public to The Green 


Wolcott Gibbs, New aeons and Robert: Sylvester, News, both back from southern 
sojourns to finish writing activities...Zddie Dowling named co-publisher of "Theatre 
Arts"; Fileen Tighe named. editor...Gilbert Seldes editing Bantam book highlighting 
1951-1952 entertainment season..,John McClain, Journal American, addressed the Cen- 
tury Theatre Club...Stratford-on-Avon to feature Critics Forum May 7.,..American 
Theatre ‘Jing Professional Training Program will be continued, thanks to volunteer ef- 
forts of faculty... Pittsburgh, “Sho-Biz Quiz" renewed and expanded,,eJean Dal- 
rymple will be director of May 6 “ANTA.Alubm",.,Greenwich Village Inn warned to put 
more clothes on Aileen Crame in theatre-arena production of “Amata", learns Kilgallen 
sooTheatre Club gave yearly donation to Stage Relief Fund...Mark Wilson Memorial 
Theatrical Library dedicated. at: Philadelphia Free Library's main Logan Square Branch; 


| 


* Interview Hi-Lights ‘ 


ALEC GUINNESS...Star of four hour Hamlet to be produced in London in mid-May 
has some new views on the Shakespeare play, Walker, Stage, discovered. When he act~- 
ed it 15 years ago he gave it a Freudian romantic angle, but now he will act it 
straight. He predicts that the public might not like his conception of Hamlet as ce. 
Older man. Judging from advance information Walker is sure this production will 


show a terrible and brilliant conception, a visual realization of the author's poet:.. 


FERENC MOLNAR.ssProlific playwright, who has written 42 plays and 70 books, tcjd 
Wilson, Post, that every one who has talent must be a little crazy. He planned to 
stay up past his usual bedtime to see the opening of Make A Wish, which used his play 
The Good Fairy as a base. Though he still takes sleeping pills, he is up by 5:00 Au 
at his Plaza suite. ent 


REGINALD OWEN.. Affairs of State featured player insists that the women, not the 
critics, can make or break a play, Morehouse, WI&S, reports. The reason is that wo- 
men have more leisure time than men do, thus they can go to the theatre more often. 
They particularly like his current play because the author has put women on a 
pedestal. 


* Digests of Current Reviews ' 


The King and I-St. James, 3/29/51. Add three more raves to critical bandwagon 
launched for newest Rodgers and Hammerstein opuse Latecomers are Kerr, Commonweal, 
Beaufort, Christian Science Monitor, and George Jean Nathane All saluted perfect 
blending of all elements of musical stage. Slight criticism voiced by Kerr and Nathan 
was that handling of book seemed 4 bit forced in spotse Nathan thought score was one 
of Rodgers best, while Kerr felt the boys were marking time. But they do it so ex- 
pertly, thet on them it looks goode Gertrude Lawrence and Yul Brynner were deemed 
perfect. 


Night Music-ANTA Playhouse, 4/8/51-4/16/51. Limited run Equity Library Theatre 
revival of Clifford Odets 1940 drama, which ANTA brought downtown as part of its sub- 
scription series, was panned by four weekly critics. New Yorker, Cue, Variety and 
Billboard aisle men had all thought it was a bad play in 1940. Time and the present 
production didn't make them change their minds. Gabriel, Cue, billed it as a cliche 
trying to impersonate a classic. Gibbs, New Yorker, panned all departments for doing 
nothing to minimize the faults of a poor scripte Bette Grayson, who is Odets' wife, 
received praise for her role, though all thought most of cast was pretty bad. ‘hile 
daily critics had been impressed by Richard Burns’ sets, New Yorker critic admitted 
that his imagination couldn't be taxed that far. 


Romeo and Juliet-Broadhurst, 3/10/51-4/21/51. Two split votes voiced on produc- 
tion and acting abilities of star Qlivia de Havilland by McLaughlin, Freeman and Beau- 
fort, Christian Science Monitor. They voted for the production, the excellent sup- 
porting cast, the costumes and scenerye But they felt that the star's portreyal was 
thin, monotonous and on the sing-song side. Former admired her scene with the nurse, 
but didn't like her in the all important balcony scene. 


* Legit Stuff ° 


Shows that closed include Second Threshold, Romeo and Juliet and Night Musice.. 
Four hundred Pittsburgh playgoers will spend week end in New York and see eight top 
shows, Jane-Fllen Ball, radio announcer, is leader of groupeseeThe Green Pastures and 
Springtime for Henry both received reprieves..eRobert Garland, Journal seanmaienes re= 
turns to daily reviewing April 22nd after recovering from illnesse 
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